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Greetings School of Imagination Parents!   
 
My name is Julie Lerner and I am Co-Chair of the Parent Advisory Council.  I am also the proud parent of an 
SOI kindergartner.  I believe SOI is a model for all other pre-schools and kindergartens because it individually 
attends to the educational and social needs of each child in a safe and loving environment.  My way of ex-
pressing my gratitude to the teachers and to Charlene & Mitch is to help SOI find a permanent home.  We can 
ALL do this by supporting our 2nd annual Golf Tournament and Dinner/Auction Fundraiser—May 15 at Cas-
tlewood Country Club in Pleasanton.  Dublin Mayor Janet Lockhart and CBS’s Kate Kelly are scheduled to 
help make our event even more successful than last year’s! All proceeds go directly towards creating a per-
manent home for SOI.  This year we are especially excited to have the tournament act as a kick off to a spe-
cial outreach event—Bright Beginnings. 
 
What is the Bright Beginnings Campaign?   
A groundbreaking effort to provide free developmental screenings for children, and targeted educational and 
support programs for parents and community providers.  Many of us have been there—you have reservations 
about your child’s development, but don’t know what to do or who to turn to.  Having seen far too many chil-
dren miss their critical window of opportunity, the project’s mission is to ensure that every child gets the help 
they need, as early as possible. Together, we have the support of the Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation, California 
First Five Alameda County, CBS–KPIX, and KKIQ Radio to name a few. Also, leading pediatricians, thera-
pists and educators are banding together to donate their services to ensure every child gets the help they need, 
as early as possible.   

May 16th  – Free Developmental Screenings 
May 17th – Seminars and Workshops for Parents and Providers 

This monumental out-reach event is enabling us to draw attention to SOI and the wonderful services it pro-
vides our children.   
 
But, SOI needs our help! 
We need are in need of sponsors, volunteers, golfers and auction items for the Kick-Off Golf Tournament and 
Dinner/Auction.  If you’d like to come join us in our efforts, please contact any of us at 
golf@schoolofimagination.org. 
  
Julie Lerner 
SOI Parent and Golf Fundraiser Committee Member 
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 My name is Debbie Von Bergen and I am the kindergarten teacher at School of Imagination.  I have 
been with the school since June of 2007.  I received my BA and Multiple Subject and Special Education cre-
dentials at CSU Chico.  I began my teaching career in the Cupertino School District at Stocklmeir Elementary 
where I stayed with the district for 7 years.  In those seven years I taught several different classes.  The first 
year I taught a special day class for grades 4th through 6th followed by two years teaching a special day class 
for kindergarten through 2nd grade. I then made the switch to regular education in kindergarten where I taught 
kindergarten for 2 years and then moved up to 4th grade.  Last year I taught kindergarten for the San Ramon 
School District.  
 I was looking for a new adventure and was very happy to hear about School of Imagination.  It is a 
breath of fresh air to be at a school that has administration that bases every decision on what is best for the 
children and not for any other reason. All the teachers and assistants that work for School of Imagination do it 
because they love children. I am lucky to be a part of such a great team and program! 
 
Debbie currently lives in Livermore with her husband and 2 year-old son. They are expecting their second 
child in June. 
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PRESIDENT’S DAY on Mon-
day, February 18 
All programs will be closed. 
 

Parent Committee Meeting on 
Thursday, February 21 at 
6:30pm 
Help us make a great 2008 
school year by joining new and 
returning parents at the monthly 
Parent Committee Meeting 
School of Imagination’s Admin-
istrative Office.  
(925) 829-9552 ext. 705 or  
parents@schoolofimagination.org 
 
Make it Pizza Night on Mon-
day, February 25 from 4-9pm 
Round Table Pizza will donate 
15% of your purchase to our 
school when you present the 
coupon found on the back of 
this February Parent Newsletter. 
 
SPRING BREAK from  
Friday-Friday, March 21-28 
All programs will be closed. 
 

2nd Annual Golf Tournament 
Thursday, May 15 
Join us at Castlewood Country 
Club in Pleasanton for our 2nd 
annual golf tournament, fol-
lowed by dinner and both live 
and silent auction.  Go to our 
website for more information on 
tournament registration, spon-
sorship opportunities, and ways 
to donate gifts for the auction. 
(925) 829-9552 ext. 703 or 
golf@schoolofimagination.org 
 
The Bright Beginnings Event 
on Friday-Saturday, May 16-
17, 10am-4pm 
School of Imagination, in part-
nership with Bay Area pediatri-
cians and therapists, will be 
hosting this unique two-day 
event.   
(925) 829-9552 ext. 704 or 
screenings@schoolofimagination.org 
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School of Imagination has acquired 
501(c)3 status as a non-profit organiza-
tion. 

Please contact us if you know of any major 
donors that would like to offer donations or 
funding for grants and school scholarships. 
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Do you have an unused PC sitting in the corner of your office?  
Have you been considering an upgrade? Donate your old com-
puter and help out the kids of the School of Imagination and 
Happy Talkers.  We will gladly put yours to use!  Windows XP is 
preferable.  Windows 98 is acceptable. Spread the word! 
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We are currently accepting dona-
tions for the Auction portion of 
our 2nd Annual Golf Tourna-
ment.  We appreciate your gen-
erosity. 


